TEXAS SOCIETY SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

MCKINNEY CHAPTER #63

MCKINNEY, TEXAS

MAY 22, 2010 MEETING MINUTES

ANNUAL FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY
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President Don Sielert opened the meeting and welcomed all present at  2:00  P. M.

Past President Don Babbs  gave the invocation.

The presentation of Colors were conducted by the TXSSAR Color Guard.

The pledge of the American Flag was given by Billy Thompson. 

The National Anthem was sung by the Fifteenth Street Singers.

Regent Vicki Day of the John Abston DAR Chapter read a poem “I Am Old Glory”.

Regent Michelle Alverson of the Bernardo de Galvez DAR Chapter of Allen read “I Am Your Flag”.

America Medley was sung by the Fifteenth Street Singers.

President Don Sielert gave a special recognition to the  guests that were in attendance.  One of the very special guest was Mr. Ridgell McKinney, the Great-Great Grandson of Collin McKinney, the person that Collin County and McKinney is named after.  Mr. McKinney is 96 years young and has a lot of great stories to tell.

America The Beautiful was sung by the Fifteenth Street Singers.

The flag retirement ceremony (burning of the stars and stripes) was conducted by President Don Sielert and a group of Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, and CAR Members plus other children that were in attendance.  Members of the above group would drop one stripe or star into the fire as the date name and date that that state was inducted into the US.  It was very interesting how the young people took an interest in the process of retiring  a flag.

One Nation Under God was sung by the Fifteenth Street Singers.

The colors were retired by the TXSSAR Color Guard.

The benediction was given by Past President Don Babbs.

The group enjoyed refreshments that were provided by ladies from the John Abston DAR Chapter, Vrooman Regiment Children of the American Revolution of Allen, and the McKinney SAR Chapter, the Allen DAR Chapter.

There were a number of the John Abston DAR Chapter members present, members of the Bernardo de Galvez DAR Chapter from Allen, Boy Scouts from Troop No. 1188 from Celina, Cub Scout Pack No. 1188 from Celina, Matthew Bolton Chapter CAR from Plano, and Vrooman Regiment CAR from Allen.

The following members and guests of the McKinney SAR Chapter were present:  Don & Ann Sielert, Billy & Kathleen Thompson,  Mike Ghormley’s Son, Pete McLellan, Dagny McLellan,  Marilyn Walker, Robert Hall, Don & Donna Babbs, Howard Roach (Plano Chapter & TXSSAR Color Guard), Dan Reed.

